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Abstract
Rafetus  swinhoet is reviewed by the archaeological

The change of historical distribution of

literary and zoological records. The “Yuan” ( pinyin)
has been the Chinese common name of Pelochelys
“Yuan” which

Yangtze River

cantorii but the historical records on

occurred widely among Yellow River

Tai Lake Qiantang River Red River Song Ma and
Penghu Channel of Taiwan Strait belong to R.
swinhoei rather than Pelochelys cantorii. R. swinhoei was

recorded from Penghu only once 10 000 years ago.

Due to the human activities R. swinhoei have never
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been record since 11" century from Yellow River and
vanished since the end of 19" century from Middle
Yangtze River and since the middle period of 20"
century from Lower Yangtze River and Qiantang
River. The population of Tai Lake is extinct in the
wild now. Only a few individuals remain in Red River
and Song Ma but the density declined remarkably in
recent 30 years and is being the brink of extinction.
W e suggest the high priority of study and protect in
the Red River and further research on the distribution
gap between Red River and Qiantang River.

Rafetus swinhoei  distribution historical records present status.



